COUNTRY FACT SHEET ON RBs: BELGIUM

BELGIUM
2008 2014 2015
Name referentiebudgetten voor sociale | reference budgets for social reference budgets for social
participatie participation (ImPRovVE) participation (EU-Pilot
project)
Year of first 2008 2014 2015
construction
State of use in use in use for cross-national in use for cross-national

research

research

Key moments

2006: start of research on the
request of Public Centres for
Social Welfare (PCSWs)

2008: RBs for social participation
for 17 household types, living in
Flanders

2010: RBs for Brussels and
Walloon (+ additional HH types
and living situations) on request
of the federal government

2010: peer review on reference
budgets (EC)

2012: PhD on RBs by Storms
2013: full update

2014: first labour court decision
based on RBs

2014-2018: development of 4
online tools for evaluating
individual living situations:

- Budgetcalculator, 2013:
calculates RB for every HH

- REMI, 2015: additional income
support by PCSWs

- STUFI, 2015: financial support of
students by Universities & U
Colleges

- MELISA, 2018: debt rescheduling
6/2018: full update

2012: start of WP13 of the
ImPRoVE project (run by CSB,
Belgium).

2012 - 2014: Compiling the
baskets, based on one
theoretical and
methodological framework for
six European cities. Starting
point was a common list of
goods and services, that was
adapted by each country
partner in function of
differences in institutional
settings, climate, culture, and
the availability and prices of
goods and services.

2014: comparable reference
budgets for Antwerp, Athens,
Barcelona, Budapest, Helsinki
and Milan.

2015: Intersentia/FISS prize
for the best previously
unpublished paper presented
at the 2014 FISS Conference
held in Sigtuna, Sweden

12/2013: start of European
Reference Budgets Network
project (run by CSB & Applica,
Belgium)

4/2014: review of current
state of play on reference
budgets practices in Europe

4/2015: proposal for a
method for the construction
of comparable RBs in Europe

10/2015: final report with
three cross-nationally
comparable baskets (health
care, personal care, housing)
for the capital region in eight
EU countries and a food
basket for the capital region
in 26 EU countries

6/ 2015: concluding seminar



http://improve-research.eu/
http://www.referencebudgets.eu/budgets/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=46&Itemid=55
http://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServlet?langId=en&docId=12544&
http://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServlet?docId=14048&langId=en
http://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServlet?docId=14917&langId=en
http://www.referencebudgets.eu/budgets/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=48&Itemid=57

2018: RBs as an official indicator
for monitoring housing
affordability as adopted in
Housing policy plan 2018-2050 by
the Flemish Government

2019: RBs included in the Flemish
government agreement (2019-
2024) as an additional poverty
indicator

2020: REMl included in the
Federal government agreement
as tool to provide additional
financial support for vulnerable
households by Public Centres for
Social Welfare

2020: PhD on RBs by Tess Penne

2020: RBs for families with
children younger than 2y

2020: full update of RBs for
Brussels region

Geographical Flanders Antwerp Brussels
focus
Brussels
Wallonia: not updated yet
Data used - (inter)national or regional - (inter)national or regional - (inter)national or regional
guidelines guidelines guidelines
- scientific and expert knowledge |- scientific and expert - scientific and expert
- Focus group discussions knowledge knowledge

- data from Delphi survey
- survey data

- Focus group discussions
- survey data

- Focus group discussions
- survey data

Household types

27 household types, various living
conditions

extrapolation to all households
with budget calculator, REMI,
STUFI and MELISA

single man; single woman;
single woman+1 child;
man&woman+2 children

single man; single woman;
woman+2 children;
man&woman+2 children

Institutions
involved

run by Centre for Budget advice
and budget research (CEBUD) in
cooperation with CSB

Six institutions involved, run
by CSB, Belgium

54 institutions involved, run
by CSB and Applica

Key publications | see below see below see below
Updates yearly pricing - -

5-yearly rebase
Last update 2020 n/a n/a

Reference: EU Platform on Reference Budgets (2021). Country fact sheet on reference budgets in
Belgium, April 2021, Antwerp: EPRB.



https://remipro.be/remi/calculator/index.php
https://www.cebud.be/
http://www.centrumvoorsociaalbeleid.be/index.php?q=eng
http://www.centrumvoorsociaalbeleid.be/index.php?q=eng
http://www.centrumvoorsociaalbeleid.be/index.php?q=eng
http://applica.be/
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